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REPUBLICAN TAX OVERHAUL 


Tax Bill Passes; Size of Cut is Uncertain 


By Moriah Balingit 
and Nick Anderson 
WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — The Senate 
tax bill that passed early Saturday 
could have massive implications 
for schools and universities, stu- 
dents and parents. Public educa- 
tion advocates warned that cer- 
tain provisions could put pres- 
sure on state and local spending 


Implications for parents, students 


for public schools while giving 
parents incentives to send chil- 
dren to private schools. 

‘The bill passed, 51-49, after sen- 
ators worked through the night 
on revisions and amendments, in- 
cluding some scribbled in the 
bill’s margins. The legislation has 
to be reconciled with a version 
passed by the House before being 

See EDUCATION on A15 


President Trump: 
“We'll see what 
ultimately comes 
out.” 


NEWS AROUND THE CLOCK phill 


Hours after Senate GOP passes bill, Trump 
says corporate tax reduction could shrink. 


By David J. Lynch 
and Damian Paletta 
WASHINGTON POST 


WASHINGTON — Hours after the 
predawn passage of a $15 trillion tax 
cut, President ‘Trump suggested for 
the first time Saturday that he would 
consider a higher corporate rate than 
the one Senate Republicans had just 
endorsed, in remarks that could com- 


plicate sensitive negotiations to pass a 
final bill. 

On his way to New York for three 
fund-raisers, ‘Trump told reporters 
that the corporate tax rate in the GOP 
plan might end up rising to 22 percent 
from 20 percent. 

Lawmakers in the House and the 
Senate had fought hard to keep the 

See TAX BILL on A15 


FALLING OFF THE CLIFF 


As children with disabilities age into adulthood, their families face a crisis that will affect us all. 


"N 7 


Annette Scott strokes the head of son Justin, 32, who is intellectually disabled. She took him out of a group home 


after he became blind as a result of head trauma that no one claimed to have seen. 
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crisis 
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Children with disabilities 
are living longer, but the help 
they need isn’t keeping pace. 


disabled 


Inquirer Special Report, Part 1 of 4 


na bitter March morning in 2014, I picked 
my way across an icy corner in Point 
Breeze and knocked on Patricia Sankey's 
storm door. I heard slow, heavy steps and 
the rattle of keys, and then Sankey opened 
the inside door. 

She was a short, round, older 
woman dressed in a pink house- 
coat. Tendrils of cigarette smoke 
pushed through the storm door’s 
vents; the air inside the home was 
cloudy with it. She appeared wary. 

I asked if she was related to 
Christina Sankey, 37, who had in- 
tellectual and developmental dis- 
abilities (I/DD) and had wandered 
off two weeks before while under 
the watch of a state-paid caregiv- 
er. Her body was found the next day on a sidewalk, 
five miles away. She had frozen to death overnight. 

“Tm her mother,” Sankey said. 

I told her that I was trying to understand how her 
daughter went missing in the first place, and that no 
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one seemed to think it was a big deal that Christina’s 
caregiver lost track of her. That the police and coro- 
ner had been quick to dismiss the death as a tragic 
accident with apparently little investigation. That 
there had been no mention of potential neglect by 
the caregiver, the way there would be if Christina 
had been an equally vulnerable child. 

I didn’t know if anything sinister or reckless had 
happened, but I wondered if Christina’s known dis- 
abilities were preventing anyone from giving her 
death the attention it deserved. 

I asked Sankey if I might come inside and speak 
with her. She refused. But she started talking. 

“No one cares about Christina,” she said angrily. 
“My girl is dead, but Ayesha is out there alive and 
well, taking care of her own children.” 

We spoke for a half-hour, on opposite sides of the 
smoky doorway. Sankey said that Hussanatu “Aye- 
sha” Wulu, a married mother of two, had been Chri 
tina's caregiver for four years. She could be unreli- 
able, but Christina loved her. So Sankey allowed the 
relationship to continue. Wulu knew that Christina, 

See DISABILITIES on A16 


Follow the series online, including video interviews with people in the stories, at philly.com/idd 
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CRASH COURSE 


Can autonomous 
vehicles be safe? 


How Grand Theft Auto is helping Penn 
scientists’ research into driverless cars. 


By Jason Laughlin 
STAFF WRITER 


the car. No police show up. 
A virtual-reality sun keeps 
beating down. 

The crash occurred in a 
modified Grand Theft Auto 
video game, an example of 
the virtual simulations re- 
searchers at the University 
of Pennsylvania are run- 
ning to evaluate autono- 
mous vehicles, a technolo- 
gy that in the coming years 
could transform the way 
Americans get around. 

“We can crash as many 
cars as we want,” said 
Rahul Mangharam, associ- 

See CARS on A4 


A sporty black sedan 
speeds dangerously close 
to a cliff on a road winding 
through an arid landscape. 

The car recovers and 
swerves back onto the 
cracked asphalt, but anoth- 
er sharp turn is coming. It 
straddles the edge of the 
cliff, its tires spinning 
through pale, sunburned 
sand. Then it falls. Sage- 
brush and rock outcrop- 
pings blur past as it plum- 
mets. 

No driver emerges from 


PARTY RULES 


Penn State employs new 
system to monitor frats 


By Susan Snyder 
AFF WRITER 

STATE COLLEGE, Pa. — 
It was around 1 a.m. when 
six men, two carrying clip- 
boards, marched up the 
walkway toward the frater- 
nity house. 

Near the door, a tempo- 
rary fence, as well as a 
few frat brothers acting as 
sentries, corralled the 
queue of students waiting 
to enter. But the party was 
already crowded; newcom- 


ers were turned away. 

“It sucks!” quipped one 
young man as he trudged 
off into the cold, dark No- 
vember night. 

But the men with clip- 
boards and their compan- 
ions entered the house. 
‘They took note of partygo- 
ers toting water bottles 
filled with some sort of 
liquid. They knew the 
packed first floor suggest- 
ed an almost certain 

See PENN STATE on A21 
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